HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2023 – 6:00 P.M.

GREAT HALL
--------------------------------------------------------------

The Board opened the meeting in public session at 6:00 p.m. with Selectmen John Bruno, Jonathan Selig and Naja R. Nessralla present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board as well as those attending today’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following business was discussed:

AGENDA

Moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously approved the Agenda for Tuesday, July 25, 2023.

MINUTES

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Selectmen Minutes: 

Regular Session – June 27, 2023

Executive Session – June 22, 2021 – Session 1

Executive Session – June 22, 2021 – Session 2

Executive Session – June 23, 2021

Executive Session – June 29, 2021 

Executive Session – July 13, 2021 

Executive Session – July 27, 2021 

Executive Session – August 10, 2021 

Executive Session – August 24, 2021 

Executive Session – September 14, 2021 – Session 1 

Executive Session – September 14, 2021 – Session 2 

Executive Session – September 28, 2021 

Executive Session – October 12, 2021 

Executive Session – October 18, 2021 – Session 1

Executive Session – October 18, 2021 – Session 2

Executive Session – November 2, 2021 

Executive Session – November 23, 2021 

Executive Session – November 30, 2021 – Session 1 

Executive Session – November 30, 2021 – Session 2 

Executive Session – December 14, 2021

Executive Session – January 11, 2022 – Session 1

Executive Session – January 11, 2022 – Session 2

Executive Session – January 27, 2022

AFFIRMED WARRANTS & COMMITMENT

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously affirmed payment of the following warrants & commitment:

	Vendor Warrant
	#126
	$    206,834.32

	Payroll Warrant
	#5
	$    252,509.64

	Vendor Warrant
	#6
	$ 2,047,211.68   

	Withholding Warrant
	#7
	$      82,383.14

	Ambulance Commitments

7/3/23 – 7/9/23
	For
	$      39,954.65
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APPROVED WARRANT

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrant:

	Vendor Warrant
	#8
	$    400,350.84




Regular Session – April 25, 2023
DISCUSSIONS

Introduction and Overview of the Halifax Council on Aging – Darlene Regan
Darlene Regan, Director of the Council on Aging The Council on Aging gave a overview of what the CoA does.  She began by saying that has been serving the public for over 20 years not only does the Coa provide services to seniors but serves the public as well.  There is currently 2,033 seniors they are providing services for, with the majority of it being transportation needs.  The Council on Aging provides resources whether it be for state or local services. Regan recommends stopping by the CoA and taking a tour of the building.  
122 Monponsett Street – Noise Complaints 

Mr. Castro, the homeowner of 122 Monponsett Street was present with a Spanish interpreter, Julie.  The Board communicated to his interpreter the current issues with permits not being pulled and excessive noise complaints by neighbors. Mr. Castro stated he was unaware that his permit that was pulled in early spring was only good for one night.  He was informed by the Board of Selectmen that these permits also come with restrictions and need to be approved by police and fire as well as the Board and the actions that will follow if he does not follow the rules of the permit.  Two neighbors brought up concerns of trash, parking, fire hazards, traffic.  Mr. Castro was advised to bring an interpreter when he is requesting a permit for his next event.  He was also informed that he can not charge a cover/entry fee to his parties.
Neighbors present were Robert Gould of 18 Riders Way and Austin Martin of 95 Palmer Mill Road.   

Ambulance Abatements 

Moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously voted to approve ambulance abatements for June 2023 in the amount of $145,649.94.

Signature Authority Forms 
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to sign the signatory forms for the Highway/Cemetery and Recycling.
Finance Committee Resignation – Jonathan Schmaling
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to accept the resignation of Jonathan Schmaling. 
Composition of Zoning By-law Review Committee
Currently this committee consists of a nine members.  The Haddad recommends dropping it to a 5-member committee and the Chair of this committee be a Board of Selectmen member and notify the current members so they can be reappointed.  The goal would be to have regular meetings start back up and provide a drafted plan of the by-laws by February then in May have the changes presented at Town Meeting.
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to approve the change in the committee. 

Request for Leave of Absence from Civil Service – Theodore Benner
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously voted to accept the leave of absence request submitted from Deputy Chief Thoedore Brenner.
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MBTA Action Plan
Currently in contact with local delegation who got us in contract with the Department of Housing, which the Town Administrator and Selig are meeting with this week. Will provide and update at the next meeting. 
Morse Brothers
No update.
Training for Boards & Committees 
Consultant is coming in to provide training regarding 3A zoning to the Planning Board and the Bylaw Review Committee. 
Staffing and Recruitment
The town signed a contract with GovHR who will be conducting a wage study in the upcoming weeks.  Hoping to submit it at Town Meeting in late fall/ early winter to implement their findings and make them retroactive to July 1, 2023.
Hemlock Lane Landfill Solar Procurement
The Town previously approved renting the land for 30 years for solar panels.  There is an internal team reviewing/evaluating the bid we received to make a recommendation to the Board. 
Highway Barn Roof Project
Highway Barn Roof was previously approved for replacement during Town Meeting.  There is a pre bid meeting with the architect for all contractors interested in bidding on this project.  All bids are due August 15, 2023.  
New Trash and Recycling Program
Postcards with information for the new trash program went out today.  The approximate cost for residents is $400 and will be billed $200 twice a year.  Residents must opt into this program before August 16th to avoid any delays in trash pickup.  There is no more curbside recycling only; you must opt in for both trash and recycling or you can purchase a recycling sticker to drop off recycling on your own.  As of September 4th, the blue bags will no longer be collected. 
Notification from Xfinity on Channel Changes
Starting September 21st Xfinity customers will notice channel changes. These changes will be attached to their next bill. 
MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

-------------------------------------------------                                       -------------------------------------------------
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