HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2023 – 6:00 P.M.

SELECTMEN MEETING ROOM
--------------------------------------------------------------

The meeting came to order at 6:00 p.m. with Selectmen, John Bruno and Jonathan Selig.  Naja R. Nessralla was not present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board as well as those attending today’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following business was discussed:

AGENDA

Moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board unanimously approved the Agenda for Tuesday, May 23, 2023.
MINUTES

Moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Selectmen Minutes: 

            Regular Session – January 10, 2023

            Regular Session – January 24, 2023

            Regular Session – January 30, 2023

            Regular Session – February 28, 2023

            Regular Session – March 14, 2023

            Regular Session – May 8, 2023

AFFIRMED WARRANTS & COMMITMENTS
Moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board unanimously affirmed payment of the following warrants & commitments:

	Vendor Warrant
	#100
	$ 166,013.55 

	Payroll Warrant
	#102
	$ 401,326.72

	School Warrant
	#103
	$ 339,027.41

	Vendor Warrant
	#104
	$ 506,912.32

	Withholding Warrant
	#105
	$ 136,747.50

	Vendor Warrant
	#106
	$   75,538.49

	Ambulance Commitments

4/17/23 – 4/23/23
	For
	$   18,637.24

	Ambulance Commitments

4/24/23 – 4/30/23
	For
	$  72,695.87

	Ambulance Commitments

5/1/23 – 5/7/23
	For
	$  26,785.97

	Mobile Home Park Fee
	#5
	$    5,148.00


APPROVED WARRANTS 

Moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrants:
	Payroll Warrant
	#107
	$ 412,597.02 

	Vendor Warrant
	#108
	$   62,353.41

	Withholding Warrant
	#109
	$ 138,117.15
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APPROVED BILLS 

Moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following Selectmen bills:

	National Grid (electricity/Town Hall) …………………........................
William August, Esq. (legal/April) ….....................................................
RELX Inc. d/b/a LexisNexis (Ma Law Subscription) …………………
Brooks & DeRensis (legal/February) ………………….........................
KP Law, P.C. (legal/April) …………………………………………….
Cushman Insurance (bond/J. Carr) …………………………………….
STAM (annual meeting/C. Haddad) …………………………………...
Cody Haddad (reimburse/Acrobat Pro) ………………………………..
Cody Haddad (reimburse/FedEx) ……………………………………...
KP Law, P.C. (legal/March) …………………………………………...
MIIA Property & Casualty Group, Inc. (endorsement invoice) ……….
John F. Dolan Esq. Lighthouse Legal Counsel, LLC (labor matters) …
	$ 857.06
$    560.00
$ 78.00

$ 10,095.26

$ 129.65
$ 255.00

$ 25.00

$ 19.99

$47.55

$ 192.50

$ 248.00

$ 2,676.18


DISCUSSIONS

Reorganization of the Board
The Board did not reorganize as Nessralla was not present.  

Town Meeting Recap

Haddad stated that Town Meeting went well and there was positive feedback form the community and staff.  Bruno said that the acoustics were not so good and that they should go back to the All Purpose Room.  He also thought that each line Item in Article 4 should have been read individually.  
Noise Complaint Fieldstone Farms 

The office received an email from a neighbor about the noise at the above location.  Bruno said the noise complaints have been coming in for years and have been investigated.  The Health Agent has investigated it and he cannot find a substantiate noise complaint.  Bruno stated there is not much the BoS can do besides having them come in.  
Vacation Carryover Requests  

Bruno said to have Chief Chaves ask why, Haddad said the department was down some officers throughout the year and one officer is planning a trip.  He added that carrying over vacation time is a liability for the town.  
Bruno would like letters sent to the Department Heads to look closely at vacation carryovers.  Use the time in the year it is accrued.
Selig does not like to tell people when to take their vacation but the ….
Resident Shirly Graf asked about paying out the time and Haddad said the Town cannot afford to do that.  
Bruno motioned to approve the vacation carry-overs requests provided. This motion was seconded by Selig.
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes
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SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT

Raun Jerome – Live Entertainment Permit
Mr. Jerome requested a live entertainment permit for July 9th to host a cookout with a band. Police and fire have already signed off on his request. 
Selig motioned to approve the live entertainment permit for July 9, 2023 from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. This motion was seconded by Bruno.

	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


DISCUSSIONS

Ambulance Abatements 

Moved by Bruno and second by Selig the Board unanimously voted to abate outstanding ambulance bills for the year indicated below: 
	2019
	   $ 128,513.97


Moved by Bruno and second by Selig the Board unanimously voted to approve ambulance abatements for April 2023 in the amount of $ 89,993.25.  
Membership for the Veteran Services Committee 

Mr. Littlefield is requesting a establish the committee. This will include focus on veteran services year-round with special focus on Memorial and Veterans’ Day celebrations. 
Selig motioned to establish the Veteran Services Committee consisting of the Veteran Service Officer, the two Assistant Veteran Service Officers, the Cemetery Director and 3 citizens at large. Bruno second this motion. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


Halifax Fireworks Event 
The Board of Health is requesting the Board of Selectman sign off to approve the event in entirety. 
Selig motioned to approve the fireworks event on July 1, 2023. This motion was seconded by Bruno. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


Legal Services Agreement – SL Environmental Law
The Attorney General is suing on behalf of the PFAS suit.  If the Town obtains its own council, then we would be a priority if there is a settlement.  There is no additional charge to us compared to what the Attorney General charges.  They were recommended to us by Brooks and DeRensis. Haddad recommends that the Board moves forward with this.  
Bruno motioned to accept the legal services agreement from SL Environmental Law. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes
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Halifax Beautification Committee Essay Contest Winners 

The Halifax Beautification Earth Day essay contest winners were as follows.

4th Grade Madison Balboni

5th Grade Joshua Grispi

6th Grade Payton Sciulli 
Planting of Trees from the Halifax Beautification Committee on Town Green 

Mr. Gillespie would like to plant three Evergreen trees at the Town hall on behalf of the essay winners.  Haddad is waiting for a response from the tree warden to authorize the location of the trees.
Selig motioned to approve the planting of the trees contingent on the approval from Steve Hayward, our tree warden.  This motion was seconded by Bruno. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT

George Haseotes – Live Entertainment Permit
Mr. Haseotes is requesting a live entertainment permit for Friday June 2nd for a DJ. Police and fire have already approved. . 
Selig motioned to approve the live entertainment permit for Friday June 2, 2023 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 2 Walnut Street.  This motion was seconded by Bruno. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


DISCUSSIONS

Monponsett Event LLC change in d/b/a from Lakeside Villa to The Lakehouse on the following licenses:

Alcoholic Beverage, Common Victualler, Weekday Entertainment & Sunday Entertainment.
Bruno motioned to approve the name change from d/b/a Lakeside Villa to The Lakehouse on the following license Alcoholic beverages, Common Victualler, Weekday Entertainment and Sunday Entertainment. This motion was seconded by Selig.
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


Road Opening – 100 Lake Street 
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved Permit #2023-14 issued to Eversource Gas of Massachusetts for a 4’ x 6’ road cut to do gas maintenance at the above location.
Hiring Process for Building Commissioner
Historically the Board of Selectmen has performed interviews for candidates. The Town Administrator is recommending we advise this process. This would include allowing the fire Chief, Scott Materna, and Cody Haddad to review and screen then recommend the candidate to the Board of Selectmen. 
Bruno motioned to adopt this process. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes
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By-law Review Committee Status 
The By-law Review Committee has not met in quite some time. Bruno asked if the Town Administrator would assist in scheduling a meeting with all members. Bruno also suggested creating bylaw packets so these members can review and be prepared for the meeting. 
Reappoint Steve Hayward as Cemetery Superintendent
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously reappointed R. Steven Hayward as the Cemetery Superintendent.
Line-Item Transfers
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved the following line-item transfers:
	FROM
	TO
	AMOUNT

	Town Administrator Salary

#01-129-5110             
	Town Hall Electricity            

#01-124-5210
	$   1,500.00

	Town Administrator Salary

#01-129-5110
	Telephones – All Departments            

#01-219-5230
	$ 15,500.00

	Town Administrator Salary

#01-129-5110
	Office Machines Expense

#01-199-5242
	$   2,000.00

	Accountant Salary

01-134-5110
	Accountant Expense

01-135-5340
	$   1,000.00

	Accountant Salary

01-134-5110
	Data Processing Expense

#01-155-5231
	$   9,000.00

	Snow & Ice

01-423-5113
	Streetlights Electricity

#01-424-5210
	$   7,000.00


Generations – Live Entertainment Permit
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved Permit #2023-15 issued to Isabella Rose on behalf of Generations for live entertainment on Sunday, June 4th, from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Park Commission Requested Use for Earmark Funds 

Park Commission Requested to use Earmark Funds for two projects. 
1. landscape clean up from the left of 4th Ave to the water’s edge and tree removal/ Limb cutting near 6th Ave.
a topographical survey from Greedy Consultant to improve beach and boat ramp anear 4th & 5th Ave. 
Selig motioned to approve the proposal for both projects. This motion was seconded by Bruno. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


Representative to Plymouth County Advisory Board
Moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board unanimously reappointed John Bruno as Representative to the Plymouth County Advisory Board and Naja Nessralla as the Alternate to the Plymouth County Advisory Board
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MBTA Action Plan 
We received a letter from representative Cuttler.  The Board requests a letter thanking him for his response but also requesting a visit by a representative to justify/ explain why we should go with this program. The Town Administrator has reached out to other communities for their input as well.
Morse Brothers 
DEP is still investigating and Bruno anticipates the next time we hear about this will be in December when they start moving sand again.  
Training for Boards & Committees 
No new updates currently. Town administration will share as they become available.  However, starting last month one department at a time is going to do a presentation on what their department does. 
Summer Meeting Schedule 
The summer meeting schedule will run from June 13th to September 26th.  The preliminary draft shows June 25th at the Holmes Library and July 25th at the council on Aging.  Still waiting for a response from the highway department, elementary school, fire department and recycling center. Bruno requests this spotlight be put on the location of each meeting on the agenda. 
Town Administrator’s Update
1. We are out to bid for curbside trash pickup. 
2. Tammy Hillary is our new Assistant Collector. 
3. Wanted to thank Tommy Schindler for providing the town employees lunch from his hot dog cart. 
4. Employee of the month is a new program that has started. Peggy Selter is the first employee of the month.
5. We received a host grant from the DEP for utilizing office space at the recycling center.
6. We are actively bargaining all union contracts. Mr. Haddad wanted to thank all the department heads for their cooperation during this time.
7. There is a Finance committee opening, if you are interested email Todd, the chairman by June 30th.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 7:24 p.m. to discuss the following: 
Fire Chief Contract

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 30A, Sec. 21 (a)(2), To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel.
Contract Negotiations

   Firefighters, Highway, Mixed Unit, Patrol Officers & Sergeants
Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 30A, Sec. 21 (a)(3), As discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining in an open meeting may have detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town.
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes
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Bruno announced that no statement would be made at the end of the Executive Session and the Board would not reconvene in open session.

--------------

Moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board voted as follows to come out of Executive Session at 8:37 p.m.: 

	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes


MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Selig and seconded by Bruno, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.

-----------------------------------------------

Naja R. Nessralla

Clerk

-------------------------------------------------

Date approved 

/el

/pjm

Noise complaint at Fieldstone Farms 

Vacation carryover requests 

Road opening request – 100 Lake Street
Live entertainment request from Raun Jerome 
Live entertainment request from George Haseotes

Live entertainment request from Isabella Rose for Generations 

