HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021 – 12:00 P.M.

SELECTMEN MEETING ROOM
--------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting came to order at 12:00 p.m. with Selectmen, Gordon C. Andrews, Troy E. Garron and Ashley A. DiSesa present remotely by Zoom. 
The following business was discussed:

Andrews began the meeting by stating the first thing on the agenda is a reconsideration of the Board’s vote June 11th, 2021, which was declining to enter into a Host Community Agreement with Green Earth Cannabis.  
Andrews then recused himself from the discussion.  
Ashley said they said they would have them come back in and speak again and Garron said yes and that there was supposed to be a hearing Tuesday, but because of you know personal things that did not happen. 
Seelig said what is happening now is that  there is a deadline next week for Green Earth to file against the Town under a particular State statute.  Everybody wants to avoid doing that so if the Board rescinds its previous vote   that it would start that the Board has not made any decision and then a hearing can be held later this month  and then everybody can avoid any court action. 
DiSesa said at the end of it all if we still disagree with it, we can still go forward with this agreement after the fact and Seelig said there was a court case where the vendor did not get a didn’t get an HCA from the City of Salem and it was questioned whether Salem could vote no, the court ruled in favor of the City of Salem.  He further said that this does not mean it is a  done deal and, in his opinion, the BoS would still have the right to vote against the HCA, but at the same time there is no obligation.  The Board can rescind it now then once the hearing is done, they will have the freedom to vote yes, no or whatever they want to do. 
Garron first would like him to come in again and talk with them to have a public hearing. 
Seelig said if that is the Board intents they can schedule a date, time and place for it this Tuesday.  

DiSesa asked if there was a timeline to rescind the vote and Seelig said no once you rescind the vote there is but the vote timeline.  If you made a particular action either voting yes or no, they have a right to appeal but if you rescind that yes or no there is no action for them to bring to the court. 
Moved by Garron and seconded by DiSesa, the Board voted to rescind the vote to give them more of an opportunity to correct the situation.

Garron – Aye
DiSesa – Aye 

Seelig said that Mr. Kudryk is in on the meeting, but he will get an official notice sent out to him. 
Town Counsel, Paul DeRensis said the idea is to allow a presentation not just by the applicant but by the public and it should be not limited to just listening to the applicant.  The neighbors, the community and anybody is in favor/against should be given an opportunity to be heard.  

Andrews returned 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

Moved by Garron and seconded by DiSesa, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 12:05 p.m. to discuss Piccirilli v. Halifax, case 1:21 CV11039: 
as discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town.

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Yes

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes

	Ashley A. DiSesa
	-
	Yes


Moved by DiSesa and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 12:05 p.m. to discuss:

Gordon C. Andrews v. Town of Halifax, et al - appeal of ZBA decisions on Petition 868 & 869 
  17MIS 000507

Gordon C. Andrews v. Town of Halifax, et al - appeal of ZBA decision on Petition 915-20 83

  CV000256

Gordon C. Andrews v. Town of Halifax, et al - appeal of ZBA decisions on Petitions 922 & 924

  20 MISC000372

Gordon C. Andrews v. Town of Halifax, et al - Civil Damages - Civil Action No.: 1:20 
  cv - 11659 
	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Recused

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes

	Ashley A. DiSesa
	-
	Yes


as discussing strategy with respect to litigation in an open meeting may have detrimental effect on bargaining position of the Town.
Moved by DiSesa and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 12:05 p.m. to discuss Halifax Solar v. Halifax, Walmart v. Halifax and Halifax v. Marble:

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Yes

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes

	Ashley A. DiSesa
	-
	Yes


as discussing strategy with respect to litigation in an open meeting may have detrimental effect on bargaining position of the Town. 
DiSesa announced that no statement would be made at the end of the Executive Session and the Board would not reconvene in open session and will adjourn from Executive Session.

Andrews announced it was 12:07 p.m. 
Seelig stated he is stopping the recording he will be leaving his office so the Board is aware that he will not be observing or listening in on executive session.

-------------------------------------------------

Naja R. Nessralla

Clerk

/pjm
