HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2021 - 6:30 P.M.

GREAT HALL
--------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting came to order at 6:30 p.m. with Selectmen, Thomas Millias, Gordon C. Andrews and Troy E. Garron present.
The following business was discussed:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Board as well as those attending tonight’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously approved the Agenda for Tuesday, January 12, 2021. 

AFFIRMED WARRANTS & COMMITMENTS

Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board voted to affirm payment of the following warrants and commitment with the exception of Andrews abstaining from #1582, #1583, #1584, #1587 & #1597 in payroll warrant #63, #1624 in vendor warrant #64 and #1650 in school warrant #67:
	Vendor Warrant
	#62
	$   81,076.00

	Payroll Warrant
	#63
	$ 384,575.23

	Vendor Warrant
	#64
	$   67,529.02

	Withholding Warrant
	#66
	$ 140,430.50

	School Warrant
	#67
	$ 305,220.05

	Ambulance Commitment

from 12/14/20 – 12/20/20
	for
	$   43,346.00

	Ambulance Commitment

from 12/21/20 – 12/27/20
	For
	$   35,736.94

	Ambulance Commitment

from 12/28/20 – 1/3/21
	for
	$   29,527.18


Moved by Millias and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to affirm payment of #1582, #1583, #1584, #1587 & #1597 in payroll warrant #63, #1624 in vendor warrant #64 and #1650 in school warrant #67:

	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Recused

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes


AFFIRMED BILLS
Moved by Garron and seconded by Millias, the Board voted as follows to affirm payment of the following Selectmen Bills: 
	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Recused

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes
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	Brooks & Derensis, P.C. (legal/December) …...............................
Attorney Lawrence P. Mayo (legal/December) ……………….....
	$    220.00
$ 1,137.50


APPROVED WARRANT & COMMITMENT
Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board voted to approve payment of the following warrant and commitment with the exception of Andrews abstaining from #1660 and #1661 in vendor warrant #68:
	Vendor Warrant
	#68 
	$ 1,906,798.36

	Mobile home park fee
	#1
	$        5,160.00


Moved by Millias and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to approve payment of #1660 and #1661 in vendor warrant #68:

	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Recused

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes


APPROVED BILL 

Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following Selectmen bill:

	RELX d/b/a LexisNexis (MA law books subscription) ………..
	$ 72.10    


GENERAL MAIL / DISCUSSIONS
COVID
The 14-day count continues to climb (at 52).  There was a sports cluster at Silver Lake and actions are being taken.  Bob Valery will provide updates on these and other issues on Thursday.

Fieldstone Farms
Town Counsel has signed the document asking the court to amend the consent agreement.  It now is up to Fieldstone Farms/Scott Clawson to bring it before the judge.

Green Earth Cannabis
Seelig needs to work on the HCA.

Cleds Tree Service
The Planning Board  took no action at its meeting on January 7th.  A meeting is scheduled with Board of Health on January 20th.

Aldana Road Land Transfer 
It has been signed by the Governor on January 8, 2021 as Chapter 303 of the Acts of 2020.  The next step is for MA DCAMM to write up the deed.

Wage and Personnel By-Law Amendments
Initial submissions (the Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen have the right to submit after the January 11th deadline).  The list will be read at the Finance Committee’s meeting on January 25th  and the Board and the Committee will then need to work on these and anything else during the next two months.
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· Regrade Police Administrative Assistant from Grade 6 to Grade 8

· Regrade Fire Administrative Assistant from Grade 6 to Grade 8

· Review all positions currently grade 6 or Grade 7 for possible changes in Grades and/or pay scales

· Changes in non-wage compensation/benefits for call firefighters

· Review pay scales in connection with changes in the Massachusetts minimum wage

· Review pay scales/grades for positions in Grades 11 through 14 so that discontinuities are eliminated (for instance, the police lieutenant has a grade of 14 while the police chief is at 12).

FY2022 Budget Status
Most budgets except the schools are turned in.  Regional Dispatch is expected to increase by about $50k.  The outlook is dim for any new programs/hours if there is a general wage increase.  State revenues continue to be good.

Complete Streets Program
Highway Surveyor Hayward and Courtney Beckwith of Green Seal Environmental (the consultant working with the Highway Department) would like to have another public presentation on January 21st or January 26th and begin the process of obtaining public input about possible projects.  The Planning Board has started a list and the members of the Board of Selectmen can also send a list of projects to Hayward.  Hayward and Beckwith will come in on January 26th.  
Marijuana Establishments/Pouring License Exclusion Zone
Seelig has been contacted twice about whether the Town would consider eliminating the 500 ft exclusion zone that is around pouring licenses.  The exclusion is 500 feet from property line to property line not building to building, so if a property is large, the actual exclusion zone is much larger than 500 feet.  Any change would require that the zoning by-law be changed at the May 2021 town meeting.  The change could be proposed by the Board of Selectmen, the Planning Board, a ten-signature petition, or a landowner.  Millias di not have a problem putting it on a ballot.  The Board will discuss this at a future meeting.  
SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT
Andrews recused himself from this discussion

Tony Curtin - Proposed Aboveground Fuel Storage Infrastructure - 640 Plymouth Street

Mr. Curtin stated that he wants to amend his current fuel storge license from underground to above ground.  The tanks will be between his house and the new building and towards the back.  Millias and Garron did not have a problem with what he was proposing.  A public hearing will be schedule for January 26, 2021 at 6:45 p.m. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 6:53 p.m. to discuss contract negotiations for Sergeants and the Mixed Unit:
	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Yes

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes


as discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town.

Millias announced that no statement would be made at the end of the Executive Session and the Board would not reconvene in open session.

--------------

Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board voted as follows to come out of Executive Session at 7:09 p.m.: 
	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Yes

	Troy E. Garron 
	-
	Yes


MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 p.m.

-------------------------------------------------

Troy E. Garron
Clerk
/pjm
Documents referenced during Board of Selectmen’s Meeting – January 12, 2021

1/12/21 email from Larry Mayo to Phil Taylor cc’ed C. Seelig – Fieldstone Farms consent decree

   Modification

1/6/21 email from Joan Pierce to C. Seelig – Aldana Rd. Article 97 legislation

1/8/21 memo from C. Seelig to BOS & FinCom – proposed W&P amendments – Grade 6 & 7

   Positions
1/18/21 email from Michael Mahoney to C. Seelig – regional dispatch assessment FY2022
1/12/21 email from Courtney Beckwith to C. Seelig – complete streets public participation

   survey & meeting
