HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2019 - 7:15 P.M.

SELECTMEN MEETING ROOM

--------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting came to order at 7:15 p.m. with Selectmen Troy E. Garron, Thomas Millias and Gordon C. Andrews present.
The following business was discussed:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Board as well as those attending tonight’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT

COA Director discussion

Andrews thought they both were good candidates and would be happy with either one of them.  Millias agreed and thinks Ms. Vitale is a great candidate, her references were good, is capable and would do a fine job but equally he feels Ms. Lawless has the advantage of being familiar with the town knows the players.  In the forty years he has bene here this decision is far the hardest but is leaning towards Ms. Lawless thinking she will be a good fit.  Garron said on paper Ms. Vitale looks good but we have a choice between someone who has already proven their loyalty to the town, knows the players, has experience, has a degree and is willing to accept the salary where as Ms. Vitale is looking for an increase pay and cannot start for thirty days.  Hiring Ms. Lawless shows that we give opportunity for advancement in the organization hence he is leaning towards Ms. Lawless.  Garron said with the permission of the Town Clerk maybe Ms. Lawless can spend some time over at the COA during the transition.  Andrews asked if there was a way to work out a transition period between the departments.  Gaynor said her personal opinion is when ever Sue wants to go, she can go and whenever she chooses to start is fine with her she can make it work.    
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to appoint Susan Lawless as the Director of the Council on Aging.  
AGENDA
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously approved the Agenda for Tuesday, December 10th. 

MINUTES

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board voted as follows to approve the following Selectmen Minutes:
Executive Session – November 26, 2019 

AFFIRMED WARRANT & COMMITMENTS

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously affirmed approval for the payment of the following warrants and commitments:

	Vendor Warrant
	#49
	$ 63,241.83

	Ambulance Commitment

from 11/18/19 – 11/24/19
	for
	$ 65,076.10

	Ambulance Commitment

from 11/25/19 – 12/2/19
	for
	$   8,547.03
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AFFIRMED BILL

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously affirmed approval of the following bill: 
	Michael C. Gilman, Esquire (legal services) ……………….........
	$ 1,287.00


AFFIRMED BILL

Moved by Millias and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to affirm approval of the following Selectmen Bill:

	Troy E. Garron
	-
	Yes

	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Abstained


	Attorney Lawrence P. Mayo (legal services) ………………........
	$ 2,778.13


APPROVED WARRANTS & COMMITMENT
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrants and commitment:

	Payroll Warrant
	#50 
	$ 414,668.18

	School Warrant
	#51
	$ 320,718.01

	Vendor Warrant
	#52
	$ 347,196.00

	Withholding Warrant
	#53
	$ 152,085.59

	Mobile Home Park Fee
	#12
	$     5,160.00


APPROVED SELECTMEN BILLS 

Moved by Millias and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to approve payment of the following Selectmen bill:

	Troy E. Garron
	-
	Yes

	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Abstained


	Brooks & Derensis, P.C. (legal/December) …............................
	$ 1,160.00


Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following Selectmen bill:

	MIIA Property & Casualty Group, Inc. (policy) ……………….
	$ 1,632.00


GENERAL MAIL / DISCUSSIONS
Lakeville Animal Shelter Agreement
The agreement has been signed by both parties and has been sent to the appropriate departments.
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Fuel Inspections – Aboveground Storage Tanks
Scott Materna has proposed testing of two heating fuel samples, one at an old tank at the Water Department section of the Town Barn and the other at the recycling center.  He has concerns about the quality of the fuel oil that was delivered.  Cost is $1,600 from the M&SBC budget.  Since Comm Tank, the testing contractor, wants a signature, this was sent to the Board for one signature.
Moved by Millias and second by Andrews, the Board unanimously authorize the Chair, Troy E. Garron, to sign Troy to sign the contract between the town of Halifax and Comm Tank, Inc.
Wage & Personnel Starting Wage Request – New Receptionist/Transportation Coordinator
The Council on Aging has asked that the new receptionist/transportation coordinator start at Grade 2, Step 3 instead of Grade 2, Step 1.  Seelig has notified Gordon Andrews and Melinda Tarsi about holding a meeting to vote on the request.

Surplus Property - 5 Short Street

Kevin Perkins wrote stating he is interested in purchasing 5 Short Street (Map 51, Parcel 220).  The Town has owned the land since 1994 (there are deeds from 1994 and 2008).  Seelig will send a note out to Town departments to see if there is any interest and if there was none, the Board could then request bids for the land.

Hearing for Removal of Fuel Storage Permit - 123 Palmer Mill Road 
Kevin Miller has asked that the fuel storage permit for this location be revoked as all the equipment was removed years ago.  Seelig will set up a hearing for January 14th.
CoA Interim Director

Brenda Fitzgerald has asked that her wage rate as interim be continued for the first two or three weeks once a new Director starts in order to compensate her for training the new director.  The Board thought that it was only fair to do this seeing as she stepped in and took over as interim director.  
Moved by Garron and second by Millias, the Board unanimously approved Ms. Fitzgerald receiving her wage rate for the next three weeks.  
Selectmen’s Office Inventory
Andrews signed the office inventory list.
2-Hour Snow Delay
Moved by Millias and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously approved a 2-hour delay due to snow on Tuesday, December 3rd for Town Hall and Council on Aging employees.
Talent Bank Form from Scott Grieco

Mr. Grieco is interested in serving on the M&SBC.  The Talent Bank form has been sent to the Committee.

Aldana Road Parcels

The Plymouth County Advisory Board approved the sale of their interest in the parcels.  Seelig will get a formal notice from the County and then have the County and Attorney Mayo set up the deeds and the Town’s purchase of the County’s interest.  MA DCAMM continues to work on its language for the legislation. 
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Country Club of Halifax Liquor License Revocation

Under Chapter 183 of the Town’s by-laws, the Town is allowed the ability to revoke licenses for businesses even if the actual business is up-to-date on tax payments if the parties associated with the business are not.  In this case, the Peck Family Trust (John Peck, Trustee), R & J LLC (the sons) and Joseph Peck, owe a combined $130,115.29.  Subtracting the amount owed on the property on Pine Street already foreclosed brings the total down to about $85,000.  Seelig would like the Board to consider holding a revocation hearing on the Country Club’s liquor license on January 14th.  If the Board approves the revocation, the Board can “stay” the decision to allow the Country Club to appeal the decision to the ABCC.  This would be less costly than bringing the matter to District Court.

Garron was saddened that it got to this point but in order to be fair they need to do this.  Millias agreed and said that it is unfortunate, but they need to be fair to everybody.

Moved by Garron and second by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to hold a revocation hearing for the Country Club of Halifax on January 14, 2020. 

Buds Outdoor Cultivation Facility
Buds made their presentation last week and there was about forty people who attended.   Seelig asked the BOS if they wanted to put out another announcement for input or do they want Town Counsel to review the HCA.  He said that there are not many outdoor cultivation facilities that have been licensed in Massachusetts therefore he does no have much to go by.  A number of people mentioned odors so maybe there are provisions in other agreements that is specific about odor management that he can look into so if the Board wants to move forward there can be language in the agreement along those lines.  He asked the BOS if there is an interest in moving forward do we need to another public hearings or do we start to work on a HCA.  
Garron asked if anything was received from those who attended the meeting and Seelig said no. Millias said he heard concerns but nothing out right saying they did not want it.  Seelig said some were concerned about how unsightly the wall/fence would be and suggested that they could put in the agreement that trees be planted.  Garron did not think there was need for another hearing and Millias agreed.  Andrews did not think they needed another hearing but suggested giving it another week for comments.  Seelig will look into other HCA and get language to the BOS that might be appropriate for this situation.  
Quarterly OUI Report

No establishments in Halifax were on the quarterly report (February – April 2019).

Cancelled BOS Meeting - December 24th 

Moved by Garron and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to cancel their meeting scheduled for December 24, 2019. 
Bell Ringing

The Salvation Army continues to look for bell ringers at Stop and Shop if any of the selectmen are interested.

David Mascio/Amy Troup

The Board has received an anonymous letter stating that Mr. Mascio, one of the candidates for the Planning Board vacancy, is the boyfriend of Amy Troup, one of the members of the Planning Board.  The complainant is concerned about the potential conflict of interest.  No action needed at present.  Copies given to the Planning Board and the ZBA (not sure why the complainant wanted the ZBA contacted).
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Recycle 2018 Annual Town Reports

The office has retained approximately fifteen 2018 town reports the remaining will be recycled. 
Application for Planning Board Vacancy

Ashley DiSesa of 17 Riders Way has submitted an application to serve on the Planning Board.  Seelig will set up an appointment with the Planning Board to meet with her. 
Public Records Request – Gordon C. Andrews
Gordon C. Andrews has asked for all communications from and to land use counsel, the zoning board of appeals, the building inspector/zoning enforcement officer, building inspectors administrative assistant, the planning board, and myself concerning Petition 910 (Amanda’s Estates request for special permit to the ZBA) and site plans proposed to the Planning Board for Amanda’s Estates.  The first step is to provide an estimate to Andrews of the search cost which will be considerable as this will require searching through e-mails and any paper correspondence by a number of town officials.

Amanda’s Estates

On December 2nd the Planning Board approved the revised site plan by a 2-1 vote.  Party Trust will probably have to return to the ZBA for approval of a new special permit based on the new site plan.  In addition, it is likely that the Party Trust will need to obtain approvals from the Planning Board for septic systems on the property as the property is in the Zone II well recharge area for East Bridgewater.

Harrison Junk Vehicle

Official “ticket” was sent out on November 19th via certified mail.  No response as of yet.  Seelig will send out a second ticket.  
Gaynor Legislation

S 2393 was reported favorably by the Committee in Public Service on November 27th and placed in the Orders of the Day for the next session.
Planning Board Vacancy

Interviews and possible a vote on January 14th.

2020 License Renewals
Moved by Garron and seconded by Millias the Board unanimously voted to renew the following 2020 licenses: 


Alcoholic Beverage                                                      

  
General on Premise (all alcoholic) 

  
Unit 5 Bar LLC

  
Package Store (all alcoholic)
  
Subham Inc. 

   
Halifax Lake Street, Inc.
  
Package Store (wine & malt)


Jenish Convenience, Inc.

  
Om Hari Corp. - d/b/a Lindy’s General Store
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Restaurant (all alcoholic)

   
D’s Grille 58 LLC - d/b/a D’s Grille 58

  
Halifax Investments, Inc. - d/b/a Country Club of Halifax
  
In Season Restaurant, Inc. - d/b/a Lakeside Villa


Lily Café II, Inc. - d/b/a Happy Dragon Restaurant

 
Lyonville Tavern & Restaurant LLC - d/b/a Lyonville Tavern & Restaurant

Class I


Halifax Mobile Home Estates Association, Inc.


Morgan Power Equipment Inc.
Class II

Alan’s Automotive Service


Ali’s Auto Repair and Sales


Davis Automotive


Ellis Auto Body


J&J Motorsports


Liddell Leasing Corporation 


Pete’s Auto Sales   


RG Automotive Inc.



TLC Companies, Inc. 



Class III


Steve’s Auto Recycling



Common Victualler

Cape Cod Halifax, LLC - d/b/a Cape Cod Café 


D’s Grille 58 LLC - d/b/a D’s Grille 58


Family & Friends Enterprise, Inc. - d/b/a Santoro’s Pizza


Gen 2 LLC – d/b/a Dunkin Donuts


Halifax Investments, Inc. - d/b/a Country Club of Halifax


In Season Restaurant, Inc. - d/b/a Lakeside Villa


Lily Café II, Inc. - d/b/a Happy Dragon Restaurant


Lyonville Tavern & Restaurant LLC - d/b/a Lyonville Tavern & Restaurant


Knight Restaurants Inc. - d/b/a Subway of Halifax


Unit 5 Bar, LLC - d/b/a The Tee Box

New Year’s Eve – Extender Hours

In Season Restaurant, Inc. - d/b/a Lakeside Villa
Public Entertainment – Sunday

Halifax Investments, Inc. - d/b/a Country Club of Halifax     

In Season Restaurant, Inc. - d/b/a Lakeside Villa

Lily Café II, Inc. - d/b/a Happy Dragon Restaurant

Unit 5 Bar LLC - d/b/a The Tee Box                                    

Public Entertainment – Weekdays

D’s Grille 58 LLC - d/b/a D’s Grille 58

Halifax Investments, Inc. - d/b/a Country Club of Halifax

In Season Restaurant, Inc. - d/b/a Lakeside Villa 

Lily Café II, Inc. - d/b/a Happy Dragon Restaurant

Lyonville Tavern & Restaurant LLC - d/b/a Lyonville Tavern & Restaurant

Unit 5 Bar, LLC - d/b/a The Tee Box

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS

Steven MacFaun – Appointment to the Board of Health 
Steven MacFaun came in this evening to be appointed to the BOH as there is a vacancy.  He stated that he grew up here in town and wanted to give back to the town.  He is a local septic technician and a Title 5 Inspector.  Recently he attended a septic system convention.  
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Millias said that it more than septic and he said he did find that out while attending BOH meetings (5 or 6).  Millias asked if he had the time and he said yes.
Alan Dias moved to nominate Steven MacFaun and Garron seconded.  
Millias moved and Andrews seconded to close the nomination.
The following vote was taken to appoint Steven MacFaun to the Board of Health, term to expire May 16, 2020:  
	Board of Selectmen
	Troy E. Garron

Thomas Millias

Gordon C. Andrews
	Yes

Yes

Yes

	Board of Health
	Alan Dias
	Yes


Jenish Partel – Transfer Subway of Halifax Common Victualler License to Elvira Knight 

Ms. Knight said that they are here to request the transfer of the above license from Jenish Patel to her.  She said that she has been operating the business for the last three months and that she has three other restaurants.  She added that she is the manager at the Halifax location.  The Board asked Mr. Patel if he was in agreement with this and he said he was.
Moved by Millias and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously voted to transfer Mohan Corporation d/b/a Subway of Halifax Common Victualler’s license to Knight Restaurants Inc. d/b/a Subway of Halifax.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Millias, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 8:37 p.m. to discuss contract negotiations for the Mixed Unit with members of the Water Commission; Richard Clark, Donald Bosworth & Daniel Bosworth, Water Superintendent Keith Swanson; Maintenance Director, Scott Materna; and Municipal and School Building Committee member, Bert Gaynor.  As discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town:
	Troy E. Garron
	-
	Yes

	Thomas Millias
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Yes


Garron announced that no statement would be made at the end of the Executive Session and the Board would not reconvene in open session.

--------------

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board voted as follows to come out of Executive Session at 10:00 p.m.: 
	Troy E. Garron
	-
	Yes

	Gordon C. Andrews
	-
	Yes


MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m.
-------------------------------------------------

Gordon C. Andrews 
Clerk
/pjm
