HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2019 - 7:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN MEETING ROOM

--------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting came to order at 7:30 p.m. with Selectmen Troy E. Garron and Gordon C. Andrews present.
The following business was discussed:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Board as well as those attending tonight’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
No addition to the agenda for Tuesday, October 8, 2019.

MINUTES

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously approved the following Selectmen Minutes:
Regular Session – August 13, 2019 
Executive Session – June 25, 2019
Executive Session – July 9, 2019
Executive Session – July 23, 2019 Session A
Executive Session – August 13, 2019 Session A 
AFFIRMED WARRANTS AND COMMITMENTS

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously affirmed approval for the payment of the following warrants and commitments:
	Payroll Warrant
	# 28
	$ 378,018.60

	Vendor Warrant
	# 29
	$   32,593.49

	Withholding Warrant
	# 30
	$ 140,775.93

	Ambulance Commitment

from 9/16/19 – 9/22/19
	for
	$   33,831.33

	Ambulance Commitment

from 9/23/19 – 9/29/19
	for
	$     6,580.25


APPROVED WARRANTS AND COMMITMENT
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrants and commitment:
	School Warrant
	# 31
	$    347,805.99 

	Vendor Warrant
	# 32
	$ 1,476,701.50

	Mobile Home Park Fee
	# 10
	$        5,160.00
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APPROVED SELECTMEN BILLS 

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following Selectmen bills:
	W.B. Mason (ink cartridge, binder clips & toner).……………..
Express Newspapers (ad/Library Associate)…………………...
Michael Gilman Esq. (legal/September) ……………….............

RELX Inc. (law books)…………................................................
MMA (annual meeting/January 2020)………………………….
	$    136.76
$      34.00
$ 2,123.00
$      70.00
$    185.00


GENERAL MAIL / DISCUSSIONS
Elementary School Renovation Change Order #3
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously approved Change Order #3 for the reinstallation of ceiling electric item.  
Property Liability Policy Update

Seelig has upped the limits for IT equipment from $100,00 to 250,00 with a deductible of 1,000 costing $687, which is within the budget.  
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously approved the limit increase for IT equipment. 
COA Earmark Grant

The COA has received $25,000 from the FY20 State budget to be used for general COA purposes.  The COA will be working with the Building Committee on improving outside handicap access in the parking lot and driveway.  
Waterman Document Grievance 
This grievance has been settled and filed with Labor relations. 

Letter to COA – Kudos to Lydia Maternia
The Board has received a letter from a resident expressing the great work that Lydia Materna does over at the COA. 
Garron and Andrews would like a letter sent to Materia from the BOS congratulating her on her good work.  
Lakeville Animal Shelter Agreement

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously voted to sign the agreement between the Town of Halifax and the Town of Lakeville for the use of the Lakeville Animal Shelter.   

Walnut Street Truck Traffic

Resident Harold Sprague intends to submit a citizen petition article for the ATM for $20,000 for training an officer, equipment and payroll for hours of coverage.  The Chief has been notified of his intentions.  Seelig is looking into the possibility of installing camera for which the town can send out letter not tickets, stating driver were speeding.  

Seeing Chief Chaves was present at the meeting Garron asked his thoughts on this.  Chief said first you need to find a volunteer and then stated it is difficult to invest $20,000 and then try and get it back to the town.  
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He further said what happens is when there is a patrol car out there after the first couple of trucks go by they are on the radio to other drivers informing them of it.   The Chief asked East Bridgewater police to join forces with Halifax but they really were not on board with it.  Garron said that this will be addressed at Town Meeting and thanked the Chief for his take on this.  
Monponsett Pond

The town will be receiving $125,000 for work on the ponds.  This work will need to be done before June 30, 2020.  
Davis Automotive – Excise Taxes

Davis Automotive has begun the process of paying the motor vehicle excise bills that are in arrears.  
Halifax Beautification Committee Vendor Booth
As part of clean-up day the Beautification Committee will be hosting a vendor selling products that help reduce the amount of plastic and other waste.  Garron had no objections but asked where would the booth be and will police be needed.  Mcsherry will contact the committee.   

New Talent Bank Form

Garron and Andrews are going to hold off on approving the new talent bank form till their next meeting this way here Millias can vote on it. 
Talent Bank Form from Judy Rakutis 

Ms. Rakutis has expressed interest in serving on the Council on Aging.  Her talent bank form has been forward to the committee. 
SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS

Officer Andrew Lyczynski - Police Officer swearing in 

Chief Chaves wanted to say a few words about Lyczynski - he began as an officer in March 2019 and graduated from the Plymouth Police Academy in August 2019. He was a distinguished student officer and received praise from the staff and his fellow academy mates.  He earned himself a position of squad leader and lead the squad in an exemplary fashion.  Today at a conference a fellow chief cane up to Chaves and said how Lyczynski impressed him at the academy. The residents of Halifax should be proud to have such a dedicated and professional officer serving their needs. 
Officer Lyczynski was sworn in by the Town Clerk.
Officer Robert McDonnell – Promotion to Detective 

Chief Chaves began by saying that Officer McDonnell began his career in Halifax in April 2010.  Throughout has career in the department McDonnell has distinguished himself not only with his excellent police work but also his dedicated service to the residents of Halifax.  He is a member off the SEMLEC Search and Rescue Team where he assisted in finding lost children and missing persons.  He is a member of the Old Colony Anti-Crime task force where he conducts narcotics investigations throughout Plymouth County.  He is the representative for the sexual offender’s registry board for the department and conducts all follow ups on sexual assaults that are reported to the police department.  Chaves feels he has the skills needed to be a great investigator and he cannot think of anyone better to receive the rank as Detective.  
Police Chaves presented Officer McDonnell with his Detective’s badge. 
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GENERAL MAIL / DISCUSSIONS
Green Communities Agreement with OCPC 

Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously voted to have the Chair, Troy E. Garron, sign the Agreement between the Town of Halifax and Old Colony Planning Council for administrative assistance for the Town’s Green Communities Grant. 
Ambulance Abatements
Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously voted to approve ambulance abatements for August 2019 (allowance reports) in the amount of $109,751.04. 
Firefighters Local 3159 Snowblower Raffle

The Union is holding a raffle for a snowblower and would like to display the snowblower at the station and sell tickets there.  Seelig is recommending that if approved the letter should state that a.) permission is granted for this event only b.) other requests for use of the property will have to be submitted and c.) this approval from the Board does not set a precedent.
Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously granted Local 3159 permission to display a snowblower and sell tickets at the Fire Station for their annual fundraiser. 
VHB Stormwater Contract

Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously voted to affirm Amendment No: 1 with VHB for stormwater work for FY2020. 
OCPC Town Delegate
Garron announced to the audience that the Town is looking for someone to serve as the Town’s delegate for OCPC.  
Silver Lake Middle School Liaison Officer
The Board was informed that Matthew Donovan is now the part-time school Liaison Officer at the Middle School.  
Comcast Bill Explanation 

Michael Galla of comcast wrote to say that he has looked into this and this is not something they put on the bills.  Seelig asked for more information as there are explanations for other fees.  This will be held over until October 22nd so Millias is privy to this.  
Municipal Climate Summit

The above event will be on Saturday October 19th from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Bay State College in Taunton.  Both Garron and Andrews stated that they will not be attending. 
Planning Board Resignation – Jonathon Soroko
Mr. Soroko has submitted his resignation from the Planning Board effective immediately.  Seelig can send out a press release seeking interested parties if the BOS wants him to.  
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously voted to send a letter to Mr. Soroko thanking him for serving on the Planning Board.

Board of Health Resignation – John DeLano

Mr. DeLano has submitted his resignation from the Board of Health effective November 6th.  Seelig can send out a press release seeking interested parties if the BOS wants him to.  
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Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously voted to send a letter to Mr. DeLano thanking him for serving on the Board of Health.

Software Licensing Agreement 
Moved by Andrews and seconded by Garron, the Board unanimously voted to have the Chair, Troy E. Garron, sign the SaaS License Agreement between the Halifax Police Department and PM AM Corporation for Human Capital Management.
Facility Survey

Seelig has sent out facility needs assessment surveys to the department heads.  If the BOS wishes to take the survey they can online and fill it out. 
SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS

Gregory Czarnowski & Alexander Mazin - marijuana cultivation – River St.
Mr. Mazin did a presentation (copy attached hereto and made an official part of these minutes)
on his laptop for the Board.   
Following the presentation is a synopsis of the discussion:

Garron said that the presentation was well put.  In regard to feedback from the community when Four Daughters made their presentation there was not much because the grow was going to be in a building. 
Mazin said that he is in partnership with an outdoor cultivation in California and has experience to do an outdoor grow.  Granted his California operation it is on a larger scale, but they can do it on a smaller one.  

Garron said that the Town accepted it on a ballot question, so it is up to the voters at the STM we are having on October 21st.  Mazin said that is he is not here to push the town into anything but just wanted to present what his plan is with the hope that the community sees the benefits.  

Garron is concerned for the Town because it is an open grow and they were comfortable with Four Daughters because it was in a greenhouse.  He is open to them having a public presentation.  

Czarnowski asked if they could speak at Town Meeting and Garron said that would be up to the residents.  
Garron said personally he would say no, but it is up to the residents.  

Andrews asked if he has driven down River Street and seen the conditions of the infrastructure and Mazin said in his opinion it is slightly off the beaten path.  Andrews added that the road itself is not in good condition.  Mazin said he did not expect the petition Article from the abutters, but this parcel of land is so large he can work with it.  He understands that the 500 feet between the property and the abutters may not be usable should the article pass.  The reason they are proposing this effort in this location is because he felt it would have the least impact on the community.  Garron said that is why they signed the Host Agreement with Four Daughters because of that but attitudes have changed so they will have to see what the feeling is.    
Garron said hemp smells have been an issue and Mazin said that they do have solutions on odor control that are organic.  One would be planting an abundance of lavender fields and there also are enzyme misters that can latch on to odor and capture the smell.  
Andrews said that it is going to be a tight time frame if they wanted to get something in there for May 2020 because they will have to go before all the Town Boards.  Mazin said he is not adamant on meeting these dates he just wants to see more outdoor cultivation in the State because it is an environmental and social equity thing to him.  
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These are the problems he foresees and thinks this is the solution and if we don’t do this, the black market will continue to flourish in the State.  He mentioned that the amount of energy used for indoor grow is unreal as opposed to outdoor.  For him it is more of a mission then a business decision.  He thinks this is better for the environment and will subsidize the demand that the market is going to have. 
Garron said that it will benefit him and it may benefit the Town if it yields a profit.  
Garron suggested maybe making a presentation when all three members of the BOS are available.  

Garron and Andrews thanked them for coming in and they thanked the Board for giving them the opportunity to talk with them. 
GENERAL MAIL / DISCUSSIONS
Highway Contract
Moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously voted to sign the Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of Halifax and AFSCME, Local 1700 effective July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2022.

Recycling Abatement Requests
Moved Garron and seconded by Millias, the Board unanimously voted to deny the requests for an abatement for Bill #2325 and #1674 based on the fact that they were received after the deadline date.   
MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Garron and seconded by Andrews, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

-------------------------------------------------

Gordon C. Andrews 
Clerk
/pjm
