



MINUTES OF THE 

                   HALIFAX CONSERVATION COMMISSION



           
October 25, 2005

A meeting of the Halifax Conservation commission was held on Tuesday, 

October 25, 2005, in the Great Hall.  Karyn Townsend, Chairperson, opened meeting at 7:00 p.m.

In Attendance:  Karyn Townsend, Chairperson; Gerry Fitzgerald, Member; Erin Perron, Member; Mary Guiney, Agent; and Lynne Hurley, Secretary

Absent:  Kathy Evans

Opened:   7:00 pm

Cont. NOI – 550 Monponsett Street – Rogers – (tree removal)

Attending:  George Fanning and Robert Rogers, applicant.  Erin Perron, member, is able to vote on this hearing even though she is employed by Mr. Rogers.  She read the Rules and Regulations and this is not a financial interest on either parties – it’s regarding trees.  Therefore, it’s okay for her to vote and they will proceed with a majority vote.  Karyn Townsend, Chair, feels uncomfortable with this situation.  Mary Guiney, Agent, explained that it would only come into play if there were an appeal.  Since there isn’t a quorum Mr. Kraus, Attorney, (audience member), stated the decision needs to be unanimous.  Commission reviewed Agent’s notes.  Gerry Fitzgerald, Clerk, asked trees are coming down.  The trees are 15-feet from the waters edge.  Karyn Townsend explained the 50-foot NTZ – but there is a danger here.  Trees are coming down because of wind and debris from trees.  Arborist/tree expert needs to advise in writing that trees are rotting and need to come down.    Motion to Continue to November 8, 2005 at 7:40 pm 


Motion: Gerry Fitzgerald


Second: Karyn Townsend


AIF

Discussion – Richard Hughes – 267 Franklin Street – (OOC/COC)

Richard Hughes, applicant, presenting.  He stated he moved to Halifax in 2003.  The issue now is the hay bales.  They are put around the road to protect the wetlands.  He would like to remove them as appropriate amount of time has passed.  Mr. Hughes stated nine days prior he saw a letter from Webby Engineering sent to ConCom saying property was in compliance.  Filed application to remove hay bales, trying to go through the proper process, feels risk to wetlands in not a factor. Was told he had to hire an engineer, landscaper, surveyor and botanist, to go through the property.  Mr. Hughes doesn’t want to have to pay for an engineer for something he didn’t do. Commission asked if he put money in escrow.  He did not.  Builder cleared more land than should have on this property prior to his purchasing the land.   House would have been outside the 50’ buffer, builder should have come back to amend the OOC.  (Springer) House was not built according to original plans.  Hay bales were also set in different line than was proposed.  Commission would like him to put in bushes, cut back on lawn, so more natural vegetation grows and it will return to the way it should be.  He can work with Mary Guiney, Agent, on a restoration plan.  His small children have fallen on these stakes.  Stakes and hay bales can be taken out.  Agent will go to site to discuss plan of action, and will continue discussion on November 22, 2005, at 7:10 pm.    

Discussion – 21 Wamsutta St. – Shaugnessy – (fence)

Request to be rescheduled.  Secretary will inform Mrs. Shaugnessy of new date and time.

Cont. – ANARAD – Franklin St. – Haseotes – (resource line approval)

Mr. Stanley Kravitz, presenting.  He began by explaining the property is in receivership and attorney is in RI, is under agreement to sell. No wetlands were found on or anywhere near, and that is why applicant is here to verify that with the Commission.  He stated delay by board could prolong or put into jeopardy the pending sale.   Before perk tests were performed and he spoke to Mary and she said he would need to have someone flag it to make sure there are no wetlands.  Had engineering firm locate flags on the plan?  He will do his best to try to find someone to get out there as soon as possible.  Mr. Kravitz stated his client would appreciate any consideration that could be made to that, because it is holding up all the lots.  Commission recommended Steve Ivas, Ralph Cole or M&R Surveying in Norwell.

Motion to continue on November 8, 2005 at 7:50pm.


Motion: Gerry Fitzgerald


Second: Erin Perron


AIF

Interview – attend BOS meeting – interview – (7:40pm – 7:50 pm & 8:00 pm)
Hearings to reopen at 8:27pm.  Commission members are attending BOS meeting.

Cont.  NOI – off Hayward Street. – Greaney/Ivas – (OOC listing)

Walter Greaney, applicant, present.  A, drafted, Order of Conditions, (attached) has been prepared by the Agent for Mr. Greaney’s review this night. Under a previous RDA a perk test for Lot 3 will be through the power lines.  Also, a bond in the amount of $5,000 needs to be brought to the Town Clerk’s office.  Motion made to approve Order of Conditions.


Motion: Gerry Fitzgerald


Second: Erin Perron

AIF

Motion made to grant a variance of 50-feet.


Motion:  Gerry Fitzgerald


Second:  Erin Perron


AIF

Motion made to issue OOC that Commission and Mr. Greaney approved.


Motion:  Gerry Fitzgerald


Second:  Erin Perron


AIF

Cont. RDA – 29 Wamsutta Avenue- Perron – (septic system/driveway)

Continued to November 8, 2005 at 7:20 p.m.  (No motion made – no quorum)
NOI – 316 Plymouth Street – Peck/P & B Assoc. – (delineation)

Motion made to hire a soil specialist.


Motion:  Gerry Fitzgerald


Second:  Erin Perron

Motion to continue on November 8, 2005 at 7:10 p.m. 


Motion: Gerry Fitzgerald


Second: Erin Perron


AIF

Discussion – 7 Wamsutta Street – Mitchell – (COC)

Mr. Mitchell is requesting a COC.  He needs to fix the retaining wall.  Section of rock wall and retaining wall was recently knocked out from weather. Previous order was for cleaning up trash.  It has expired. He needs to re-file a NOI requesting to fix wall, and for now he can put a silt fence up to stop run off to the water’s edge as an erosion control.   
Cont. RDA – 165 Walnut Street – Badot/Webby Eng. – (driveway)

John and Heidi Badot, homeowners present.  Joe Webby, Webby Engineering presenting.   driveway is on neighbor’s property.   Want to create own driveway (gravel it) to have own access.    Bought property in 1994, prior owners wanted to make own access in 1993, but were denied, by Natural Heritage, due to wetlands, and wildlife in this area.  (Spotted turtle natural habitat and possible flood area.)   The Badot’s stated that the Plymouth County mosquito control has been spraying by driving on this driveway.  


Motion made to issue a Positive 1.  They will need to file a NOI as the portion of land in question is under NHESP. Gerry Fitzgerald, Clerk, asked if Commission would waive NOI fee–YES 

Motion:  Gerry Fitzgerald


Second:  Erin Perron


AIF

Discussion – 12 Baker Street – Scott Thomsen

Scott Thomsen, homeowner, presenting.  He has a cease and desist order on the retaining wall.  He wants to get ball rolling to get some work done on his property.  Karyn Townsend, Chair, says she would like him to explain his plans.  He wants to put a room on his deck and says it’s within 95-feet of the BVW.  Repair wall, repair his shed and pave lower driveway.  Karyn Townsend, chair, says ConCom is concerned that he has a dock without a permit from ConCom.  In May 2000, there was no dock; there were remains.  Mr. Thomsen complained about former members of ConCom.  Karyn Townsend, Chair, says she wants to see all plans and any documents from previous filing regarding dock.  He explained that the previous Commission didn’t approve and he went to the DEP and appealed it.  During the court process, per Mr. Scott Thompson, was granted full permission and got paperwork from DEP.  It has been recorded at the Registry of Deeds.  Karyn Townsend, Chair, would like to solve dock issue prior to Mr. Thomsen’s request to perform other work.  She requested copies of the documentation stating approval for the dock, as it isn’t in the ConCom file.  Agent, Mary Guiney, brought up the issue of filling in the wetlands.  Mr. Thompsen will return on November 8, 2005, at 8:00 p.m. to present documentation for dock and he will be filing an RDA and/or a NOI for future projects.

Discussion – 3 Willow Road – Crosby 

Craig Crosby, homeowner, present.  He would like to put an addition on his house.  Plans where shown to Commission showing what has been completed per the OOC from previous owner. (He still needs to put in the trees.) There are no wetlands out back.  Commission suggests he finishing planting to be in compliance as the trees must survive for 1 year.  In regards to the addition, he needs to start with Zoning.

Discussion – Old River Street – Kozhaya Nessralla – violation

Land owner, Kozhaya Nessralla, present.  Mr. Nessralla says land is agricultural and wants to plant corn.  He stated he bought the land ten years ago and has done nothing to it.  When he was clearing some trees he mistakenly cut down trees on Mrs. Compton’s property.  Mr. Nessralla said he would be more than happy to pay for any damage done to Mr. Compton’s property.  The clearing in the wetlands wasn’t done intentionally.  (Mary Guiney, Agent, saw wetland flags on the ground.)  Mr. Nessralla claims it was uplands 

Discussion – Old River Street – Kozhaya Nessralla – violation

that he cleared.  He needs to file a NOI in order to be granted permission to cross the wetland to clear the uplands (it’s about 10 acres).  Commission suggested for him to speak with Joe Webby and then return to the Commission with his filing and plans.

Discussion – 395 River Street – Haugh – (violation)

Robert D. Haugh, homeowner, present.  He asked why the house was built in a wetland?  The Commission reviewed Agent’s notes.  Karyn Townsend, Chair, explained he must get rid of the debris – rocks and all the other stuff.  Mr. Haugh stated the debris is from his flooded cellar and he will get a dumpster.  He would like to fill in rear of yard and put in a lawn.  Agents, Mary Guiney, said it is a wetland and cannot be altered.  She also asked him if hay bales had been installed and Mr. Haugh stated he put up a silt fence.  He would also like to put in a stonewall.  Commission wants him to clear up the yard.  He stated he has filled in the trench and needs to put in a sump pump.  He will return in four weeks to file a NOI.

Bills:  

Motion made to pay bills:   $40.00 (MPG-advertising); $142.09 (subscription renewal/Agent-mileage/Agent seminar)) 

Total bills: $182.09


Motion: Gerry Fitzgerald


Second:  Erin Perron


AIF

Adjourn

Motion made to adjourn.


Motion: Gerry Fitzgerald


Second:  Erin Perron


AIF

