HALIFAX BOARD OF SELECTMEN

SELECTMEN MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2023 – 5:30 P.M.

SELECTMEN MEETING ROOM

--------------------------------------------------------------
The Board opened the meeting in public session at 5:30 p.m. with Selectmen, John Bruno, Jonathan Selig and Naja R. Nessralla present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board as well as those attending today’s meeting stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following business was discussed:

AGENDA

Moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously approved the Agenda for Tuesday, June 13, 2023.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board voted as follows to enter into Executive Session at 5:35 p.m. to discuss the following:
Fire Chief Contract

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 30A, Sec. 21 (a)(2), To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel.

Contract Negotiations

   Firefighters, Highway, Mixed Unit, Patrol Officers & Sergeants
Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 30A, Sec. 21 (a)(3), As discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining in an open meeting may have detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town.
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Bruno announced that the Board would reconvene in open session.

--------------

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board voted as follows to come out of Executive Session at 5:55 p.m.: 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


The Board reconvened in open session at 6:00 p.m.
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MINUTES

Moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Selectmen Minutes: 


Regular Session – August 31, 2021

Regular Session – March 25, 2022

Regular Session – February 7, 2023

Regular Session – March 28, 2023

Regular Session – April 11, 2023


Regular Session – April 25, 2023


Regular Session – April 25, 2023
AFFIRMED WARRANTS & COMMITMENTS

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously affirmed payment of the following warrants & commitments:

	Vendor Warrant
	#110
	$   81,391.39 

	Payroll Warrant
	#111
	$ 486,054.09

	Vendor Warrant
	#112
	$   92,112.99

	Withholding Warrant
	#113
	$ 166,168.10

	Payroll Warrant
	#114
	$ 857,413.68

	Withholding Warrant
	#116
	$ 253,174.15

	Ambulance Commitments

5/11/23 – 5/21/23
	For
	$   88,376.41

	Ambulance Commitments

5/22/23 – 5/28/23
	For
	$  10,993.26

	Ambulance Commitments

5/29/23 – 6/4/23
	For
	$  48,030.10


APPROVED WARRANTS & COMMITMENT 

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following warrants & commitment: 
	School Warrant
	#115
	$ 869,106.45 

	Vendor Warrant
	#117
	$   66,302.74

	Mobile Home Park Fee
	#6
	$     5,148.00


APPROVED BILLS 

Moved by Nessralla and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously approved payment of the following Selectmen bills:

	Cody Haddad (reimbursement/Adobe) …………………......................

William August, Esq. (legal/May) ….....................................................

RELX Inc. d/b/a LexisNexis (Ma Law Subscription) …………………

Brooks & DeRensis (legal/May) …………………................................

Automated Business Solutions (service on Sel. Assist. copier) ……….
O’Reilly (parts/2016 Ford Interceptor/Inspectional car) ………………
O’Reilly (parts/2016 Ford Interceptor/Inspectional car) ………………
John F. Dolan Esq. Lighthouse Legal Counsel, LLC (labor matters) …
	$        21.24
$      120.00
$        78.00

$ 11,477.68
$      165.00
$      178.31
$      346.46
$      936.00
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DISCUSSIONS

Road Opening – 23 Dartmouth Street
Bruno motioned to approve the road opening at 23 Dartmouth Street. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Road Opening – 20 Harvard Street
Bruno motioned to approve the road opening at 20 Harvard Street. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Road Opening – 12 Harvard Street
Bruno motioned to approve the road opening at 12 Harvard Street. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Water Quality Update
Residents have brought up the concerns of discolored water.  Well number 4 was found to be the cause of the discolored water and has since been turned off.  Residents are advised to reach out to Water Superintendent, Bill Lindsey with any questions or concerns. 
Water Treatment Plant Upgrades Contract
The funding was approved at town meeting to update the filter plant for well 1 and 2. The town only received one bid back for this project. This project is estimated to come in under three million, however we do have some ARPA funds that will go towards this as well. At this time the town does not believe we will need the whole three million to complete the update.
Bruno approved the contract for the water treatment plant update.  This motion was seconded by Nessralla. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Representative to Old Colony Elder Services - appoint Nancy Smith-Clancy
Bruno motioned to appoint Nancy Smith-Clancy as the representative to Old Colony Elder Services.  This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes
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Use of Town Green – CoA 
The Council on Aging is requesting use of the Town Green on July 28, 2023 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for an event.  The Council on Aging was informed they will need a live entertainment permit and a tent permit. 
Bruno motioned to approve the use of the Town Green on July 28, 2023 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Use of Town Green – Boy Scouts 
The Boy Scouts are requesting to use the Town Green on July 22, 2023 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a bottle and food drive. 
Bruno motioned to approve the use of the Town Green on July 22, 2023 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 8AM to 1PM. This motion was seconded by Nessralla. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT 
Frederick Corrigan – Appointment to the Council on Aging
Bruno motioned to appoint Frederick Corrigan to the Council on Aging with a term to expire June 30, 2025.  This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


DISCUSSIONS

Energy Aggregation Contract
The town went out to bid for a new energy contract as our current one with a rate of .10716 kWh is expiring.  The lowest contract we received back was .15178 per kWh.  Residents will be automatically enrolled into the new supplier but can opt out whenever. 
Selig motioned to affirm the contract with Firth Point Power for .15178 from September 2023 until November 2025. This motion was seconded by Nessralla.
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Revised Policy on Food & Beverage Expenditures
The current Selectmen policy does not allow for any funds to go towards food or refreshments. Cody Haddad suggested the Board repeal the policy and accept the Department of Revenues, which allows light refreshments and lunch. 
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Selig motioned to repeal the current Board of Selectmen Food and Beverage Policy and accept the Department of Revenues.  This motion was seconded by Bruno. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Vacation Carryover Requests
The Council on Aging Director Darlene Regan is requesting to carry over 40 Hours.
Selig motioned to accept the carryover request of 40 hours from Council on Aging Director Darlene Regan.  This motion was seconded by Nessralla. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Noise Complaint – 122 Monponsett Street
There have been several noise complaints at the address of 122 Monponsett Street. The police have been on scene numerous times to address the complaints.  Chief Chaves requested the Board of Selectmen draft a letter in both English and Spanish notifying the homeowner(s) that they will need permits for future gatherings and the process to do so. 
Bruno motioned to draft a certified letter for the homeowners of 122 Monponsett Street. This motion was seconded by Selig.
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Sergeant Assessment Center 
Chief Chaves is having a few local police chiefs assist him with a Sergeant Assessment Center, which will include an essay.  Halifax is looking for one Sergeant now and another one early next year.  Chief Chaves will bring the top candidates to the Board once they are narrowed down. 
Deputy Chief of Police Position
Chief Chaves is recommending that Sgt. Benner to be promoted to Deputy Chief. This position was approved at Town Meeting.  A three year contract needs to be negotiated. 
Bruno motioned to enter into contract negotiation. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Letter of Commendation
On May 21, 2023 Sgt. Patrick Sterling, Officer Ryan Simpson and Officer Michael Schleiff were called for a medical emergency.  The officers utilized their skills and quickly provided life saving services until EMS/Fire were able to take over. The patient was transported to a local hospital and is recovering. 
The Board suggested these officers be invited to a future meeting to be acknowledged. The Board would also like to invite the family of the citizen that needed services. A letter of congratulations will be sent to the officers and added to their personal files. 
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Projects Funded with ARPA Funds
$25,000 is being requested to finish a municipal building for the maintenance department. 

Nessralla motioned to approve the $25,000 project funds for maintenance building. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Open Meeting Law Complaint – May 23, 2023, Board of Selectmen Meeting
The office has received an open meeting complaint for the meeting of May 23, 2023 from Patrick Higgins and Associates. This complaint was because the meeting minutes were not approved within 30 days.  Haddad has drafted a letter stating we are aware of the meeting minutes not being approved within the 30 days or 3 meetings, which is due to staffing issues.  We are working as quickly as possible to get the older ones completed and posted. Also, our employees are attending open meeting training sessions.  
Bruno motioned to send a response letter for the open meeting law violation. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


Awarding of Trash Collection Contract – All State Waste
Four bids were received for the town’s trash collection. Allstate Waste was the cheapest at $154,500. This will include curbside trash and recycling pickup.  The Town is currently working on the contract and logistics of the transition.  Residents will receive a card in the mail to either opt in or out of town trash and recycling.  There will be a 60-90 day transition period as we go from pay as you throw bags to barrels.  More information will be released to residents as soon as it becomes available. 
Bruno motioned to approve and enter into contract negotiation and to get information out to the public as soon as possible and by all means on communication. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


5% Local COLA Option from Plymouth. County Retirement Association
Plymouth Country Retirement Association requested our approval of a 2% one-time increase for a cost of living adjustment.  They are presenting this request to 23 neighboring towns and need at least 16 to approve the increase.  Haddad stated there was not enough information presented and some of the numbers need clarification.  The Board requested this be on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Letter from Halifax Elementary School Student Council
The Board received a letter from the Elementary Student Council thanking them for all their hard work and dedication to our town and residents. 
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Reappointment - Plumbing & Gas Inspector & Assistant Plumbing & Gas Inspector
Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to reappoint John F. O’Brien Jr. as the Gas & Plumbing Inspector and Thomas Leary as the Assistant Gas & Plumbing Inspector, terms to expire June 30, 2024.
Request for Board of Selectmen Attendance from Halifax Pride   
Mrs. Costa, who oversees the planning of Halifax Pride, asked if a member of the Board could make a brief welcome speech at their event. Unfortunately, the members have prior commitments and will not be able to attend.  The Board did thank her for the opportunity to be included.
Ambulance Abatements 

Moved by Bruno and seconded by Selig, the Board unanimously voted to approve ambulance abatements for May 2023 in the amount of $66,119.08.

Fire Chief Contract 
Chief Witham’s contract will be from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2026. 
Bruno motioned to sign and approve the Fire Chief Contract. This motion was seconded by Selig. 
	John Bruno
	-
	Yes

	Jonathan Selig 
	-
	Yes

	Naja R. Nessralla
	-
	Yes


MBTA Action Plan
The town received a grant for technical assistance and is planning a meeting with a consultant.  This consultant will meet with our Bylaw Committee then provide training to the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Morse Brothers
There is currently a citizen’s action pending in superior court. DEP will not release much information on this since there is an open investigation.  However, there was a site visit and testing of the water and there are no problems or concerns with the water. 
Town Administrator’s Update
1) The town welcomed the new Children’s Librarian, Celia Brown
2) Working on finalizing the trash contract 

3) Continue to look for training for Department Heads

4) Hoping to finalize our contract with Collins Center. They will perform HR review.

5) Appling for a grant this fall to implement online licensing and permits. 

6) Wrapping up collective bargaining
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MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business, moved by Selig and seconded by Nessralla, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.
---------------------------------------------------                      -------------------------------------------------

Naja R. Nessralla                                                              Date approved 

Clerk
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