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AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENT 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

PURPOSE: MGL Chapter 140 Section 177A requires the licensing of 
coin operated devices such as video games, pinball 
machines and coin-operated rides. 

 
 A separate Sunday Entertainment License is NOT 

required to operate on Sunday. 
 
  

LICENSE NUMBER: Number is assigned on a yearly basis by licensee names 
in alphabetical order. 

 
 

FEE: $20 per game unless changed by town meeting (but 
cannot exceed $100) 

 

 
EXPIRATION: December 31st. 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

(1) Applicant submits the following to the Selectmen’s office: 
 
         Application (attached)  
         Attestation Form (attached)  
      Workers Comp Affidavit (attached) 
 
 



 

AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENT DEVICES 
 

MGL CHAPTER 140 
 
Section 177A  Amusement devices; license; definition; fee; view and inspection; 
gambling; nonapplicability of lottery statute 
 
 
(1)  The licensing authorities of any city or town may grant, and after written 

notice to the licensee, suspend or revoke a license to keep and operate an 
automatic amusement device for hire, gain or reward, approved by the 
director of standards and necessaries of life under section two hundred and 
eighty-three of chapter ninety-four.  

 
 
(2)  The term “automatic amusement device” as used in this section shall be 

construed as meaning any mechanism whereby, upon the deposit therein of 
a coin or token, any apparatus is released or set in motion or put in a 
position where it may be set in motion for the purpose of playing any game 
involving, in whole or in part, the skill of the player, including, but not 
exclusively, such devices as are commonly known as pinball machines 
including free play pinball machines.  

 
 
(3)  Licenses granted under this section, unless sooner revoked, shall expire on 

December thirty-first of each year. Every such license shall specify the 
street and number of the premises where the automatic amusement device is 
to be kept or offered for operation or give some particular description of 
such premises, shall state the type of the automatic amusement device to 
which it relates, and shall cover any automatic amusement device of the 
same type which as a substitute or replacement for the automatic 
amusement device licensed, may, during the term of the license, be kept or 
offered for operation on the premises specified; but such license shall under 
no circumstances cover an automatic amusement device of a type other than 
the type stated in such license; and such license shall not cover the 
automatic amusement device if in any place other than the premises from 
time to time specified in such license. No such license shall specify more 
than one premises at one time. Upon written application, the licensing 
authority may from time to time amend any license granted under this 
section by changing the premises specified.  

 
 
(4)  The annual fee for a license under this section for any automatic amusement 

device licensed hereunder, or any renewal thereof, shall be twenty dollars, 
unless otherwise established in a town by town meeting action and in a city 
by city council action, and in a town with no town meeting by town council 
action, by adoption of appropriate by-laws and ordinances to set such fees, 
but in no event shall any such fee be greater than one hundred dollars. The 
fee for every change of premises shall be two dollars.  
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(5)  Automatic amusement devices licensed under this section shall be so 

installed on the premises described in the license as to be in open view at all 
times while in operation, and shall at all times be available for inspection.  

 
 
(6)  No person keeping or offering for operation or allowing to be kept or 

offered for operation any automatic amusement device licensed under this 
section shall permit the same to be used for the purpose of gambling.  

 
 
(7)  The provisions of section seven of chapter two hundred and seventy-one of 

the General Laws shall not apply to machines licensed under the provisions 
of this section.  

 
 
(8)  Any violation of any provision of this section or of chapter one hundred and 

thirty-six of the General Laws by any person managing or controlling any 
premises where an automatic amusement device licensed under this section 
is kept or offered for operation shall be cause for the revocation of all 
licenses for automatic amusement devices kept or offered for operation on 
such premises.  

 
 
(9)  Sections 2 to 4, inclusive, of chapter 136 shall not apply to automatic 

amusement devices licensed under this section.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
APPLICATION 

AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENT  
 
 

LICENSEE NAME _________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF ESTABLISHMENT ________________________________________ 
 
 

Game Type* Game Name Serial 
Number Description 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
*  GAME TYPE (VIDEO, PINBALL, COIN-OPERATED RIDE) - MUST BE LISTED FOR EACH GAME NAME 
 
 
 
Days of Operation:  _________________________________________________________ 
 

Hours of Operation _________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SIGNATURE OF LICENSEE 
 
 
 
 



ONCE COMPLETED -  RETURN TO THE SELECTMEN’S OFFICE 
 

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

REVENUE ENFORCEMENT AND PROTECTION (REAP) ATTESTATION 
 
 
   

I certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best knowledge and belief, have filed all 
state tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law. 
 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

*Signature of Individual or Corporate Name (Mandatory) 
 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

By: Corporate Officer (Mandatory, If Applicable) 
 
___________________________________________________________ 

**Social Security # (Voluntary) or Federal Identification Number 
 

 
*   This  l i cen se wi l l  no t be  i ssu ed  un less  th i s  ce r t if i cat ion  c lau se i s  s igned  by  
the  appl ican t 
 

** Wi ll  be  furn ish ed  to  the Massachu se t ts  Dep ar tmen t of  Rev enue  to  de termin e  
whe ther  you  h av e met t ax  f i l ing  or  t ax  pay men t obl ig a tion s.   L icensees who  
fai l  to  corr ec t th eir  non-f il ing  or  d e l inquen cy  wi l l  b e sub jec t to  l icense  
suspen s ion  or  r evo ca t ion .   Th is  requ es t i s  mad e und er  th e au thor i ty  of  
Massachuse tt s  Gen er al  Laws Ch ap te r  62 C S ec t io n  49A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  


